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CONNECTING PLACES AND PEOPLE
Extended Sidewalks

3RS�XS�%LNH�/DQHV

REDUCING CONFLICT BETWEEN 
MOBILITY AND LIVABILITY 
Streamlining carriageway

ΖQWHUVHFWLRQ�ȴ[
3HGHVWULDQ�FURVVLQJ
7UDɝF�FDOPLQJ
3DUNLQJ�UHRUJDQL]DWLRQ

IMPROVING ACCESS TO PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT
Bus stop improvements

Bus lanes/ Bus bay marking

PLACEMAKING TO IMPROVE LIVABILITY 
Shade structures

Seating

/DQGVFDSLQJ��SODQWLQJ
Stationary activity zones

/LJKWLQJ
Art in the street

WAYFINDING TO IMPROVE LEGIBILITY
Sign boards

Floor signage

Trail markings

4342



CONNECTING 
PLACES AND PEOPLE
3266Ζ%/(�'(6Ζ*1�(/(0(176�

EXTENDED SIDEWALKS

POP-UP BIKE LANES
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REQUIRED DATA AND MAPPINGS

Neighbourhood scale & connection to wider networks

A map showing the major landmarks such as commercial, 
recreational, public amenities, healthcare, religious centres, 
institutional, transit hubs and movement pattern within  one 
kilometre radius of the selected stretch or one kilometre extent on 
both sides of the selected stretch.

This mapping is useful to understand the context of the 
selected stretch at neighbourhood scale, the urban structure, 
neighbourhood character, pedestrian and vehicular movement 
patterns and whether there is scope for rerouting if needed.

Sample mapping 
showing 
neighbourhood scale 
context and key 
movement corridors
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Big Bazaar Road serves as the shortest 
connecting spine between the Coimbatore 
Railway Station and the city’s commercial/ 
trade district and is hence a primary arterial 
road in the city’s street network. 

+RZHYHU��RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�VRPH�RI�WKH�WUDɝF�
volume crossing east-west through Big 
Bazaar Road has been dispersed onto the 
Ukkadam Sungam Bypass road which runs 
almost parallel to Big Bazaar Road in the 
southern side. This is especially the case for 
commuters who  may not have a need to 
come to the core city areas but are moving 
towards Ukkadam or other neighbourhoods 
in the south-western side of the city.

Recreational

Commercial

Public Amenties

+RVSLWDOVb

Religious Buildings

Institutions
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Foot path and 
Bus shelter

Vehicular 
lane 1

Vehicular 
lane 2 Foot pathMedian

On-street 
Parking

6DPSOH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�D�VWUHHW�VHFWLRQ�VKRZLQJ�ULJKW�RI�ZD\�FRQȴJXUDWLRQ�RI�D�VWUHHW

 Street Right of Way (RoW)

A drawing of the street section of the selected stretch showing the 
current right of-way distribution.

This is an extremely important step to determine the need and 
feasibility for intervention.

Barrier free access
A drawing showing the locations that are not accessible by persons 
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��3Z'V��RU�ZKHUH�WKHLU�PRYHPHQW�LV�KLQGHUHG�IRU�
H[DPSOH�E\�OHYHO�GLHUHQFHV�

This mapping is important to determine if any minor interventions/ 
ramp additions can make the stretch barrier free.

<RX�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�GUDJ�D�VXLWFDVH�
DORQJ�WKH�IXOO�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�VWUHWFK�
ZLWKRXW�OLIWLQJ�LW�LI�LW�LV�FRPSOLDQW�ZLWK�
EDUULHU�IUHH�DFFHVV�

Timesaver tip
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33 %

37 %
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21%

15%

5%

8 %

3 %

How safe is 
this street to 
walk?

How easy is 
it to navigate 
this stretch ?

Sample survey 
response data on 
road safety and 
ease of navigation

USER SURVEYS
Perception on navigation & road safety

Understanding user perception on road safety and ease of 
navigation along the stretch helps to determine priorities in terms of 
interventions.

RELEVANT STANDARDS AND THUMB RULES
Sidewalk design standards

5HTXLUHG�ZLGWK�RI�IRRWSDWK�DV�SHU�DGMDFHQW�ODQG�XVH
Minimum obstacle free walkway width in residential/ mixed 
use areas

1.8 metres

Commercial/ Mixed use areas 2.5 metres
Shopping frontages 3.5 to 4.5 metres
Bus stops 3 metres
High Intensity Commercial areas 4 metres

6RXUFH��Ζ5&����������

• In busy areas like bus stops, railway stations, recreational areas, 
the width of sidewalk should be suitably increased to account for 
accumulation of pedestrians.

• No obstructions allowable within this clear height.
• Tree branches within this height to be pruned with due 

permissions; All advertisement panels, posts, poles, junction 
boxes, public utility structures etc. to be removed.

1RWH��5DWLQJV�DUH�IURP�ORZ�WR�KLJK
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Frontage zone or dead width standards
For footpaths in shopping area, an extra one metre should be 
added to the stipulated 4 metre width. In other situations where 
footpaths pass next to buildings and fences, a dead width of 0.5 
metres can be added.

6RXUFH��Ζ5&����������DQG�6WUHHW�GHVLJQ�JXLGHOLQHV�877Ζ3(&�''$�����

Obstruction free minimum 

ZDONLQJ�]RQH�VKDOO�EH�����
PHWUH�;�����PHWUH�ERWK�
horizontally and vertically.

1R�XWLOLW\�GXFWV��XWLOLW\�
SROHV��HOHFWULF��ZDWHU�RU�
WHOHFRP�ER[HV��WUHHV��
signage or any kind of 

obstruction should be 

SODFHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�Ȇ:DONLQJ�
zone’ in future.
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• +RZ�HDV\�LV�LW�WR�ZDON�WR�WKLV�VWUHWFK"�
• &DQ�RQH�UHDFK�WKLV�VWUHWFK�YLD�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW"�
• ΖV�WKH�DFFHVV�WR�DQG�IURP�WKH�QHDUHVW�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW�QRGH�

FRQYHQLHQW�WR�ZDON�WR"
• ΖV�WKHUH�DGHTXDWH�VSDFH�IRU�ZDONLQJ�WR�VWDUW�ZLWK"�
• ΖV�WKH�FDUULDJHZD\�ODQH�FRQȴJXUDWLRQ�VWUHDPOLQHG�IRU�

VPRRWK�ȵRZ�RI�WUDɝF"�
• 'RHV�WKH�5R:�DFFRPPRGDWH�DOO�WKH�XVHU�JURXSV�RQ�WKH�

VWUHHW�SURSRUWLRQDWHO\"
• ΖV�WKH�VWUHWFK�EDUULHU�IUHH"�

KEY LEARNINGS FROM ON-GROUND 
STUDIES REQUIRED TO ASCERTAIN 
DESIGN DETAILS FOR THIS THEMATIC 
INTERVENTION

Kerb ramp standards
1:12 minimum slope at all level change points; 
1.2 metres is the minimum width of ramp.

6RXUFH��877Ζ3(&���675((7�'(6Ζ*1�&+(&./Ζ67

Cycle track standards
When vehicles using the route is more than 200 per hour, separate 
F\FOH�WUDFNV�DUH�MXVWLȴHG�HYHQ�LI�F\FOH�WUDɝF�LV�RQO\�����SHU�KRXU�

Width of cycle track Capacity in number of cycles / hour
2QH�ZD\�WUDɝF 7ZR�ZD\�WUDɝF

Two lanes ��P� 250 to 600 50 to 250
Three lanes ��P� over 600 250 to 600
Four lanes ��P� ---- over 600

6RXUFH��Ζ5&����������
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MATERIAL PALETTE 
FOR THIS THEMATIC 

INTERVENTION



RoW Demarcation

6XUIDFH�0DUNLQJ

Signage

1

2

3

• Acrylic distemper paint
• Floor coat emulsion paint
• Water based epoxy paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint
• Aerosol line marking 

machine

• 7UDɝF�FRQHV
• Delineators
• Jersey barricades
• 7UDɝF�EXWWRQV
• Pavement markers
• Nylon ropes
• Wooden pallets
• Tyres
• Floor marking tape
• Duct tape
• 5HȵHFWLYH�WDSH

• Acrylic distemper paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint
• 5HȵHFWLYH�ERDUGV
• Easels
• Mill board/ MDF board
• Cardboard

5150



REDUCING CONFLICT 
BETWEEN MOBILITY AND 
LIVABILITY
3266Ζ%/(�'(6Ζ*1�(/(0(176�

STREAMLINING CARRIAGEWAY

INTERSECTION FIX

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

TRAFFIC CALMING

PARKING REORGANIZATION

TACTICAL URBANISM GUIDEBOOK | November 2020



REQUIRED DATA AND MAPPINGS

City context map
A map showing the neighbourhoods and major landmarks such as 
recreational, public amenities, institutional and transit hub at a city 
level

This mapping is important to understand the history and context of 
WKH�VHOHFWHG�VWUHWFK�DW�WKH�FLW\�VFDOH�DQG�LWV�VLJQLȴFDQFH�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�
to the overall movement patterns in the city.

Sample mapping 
showing the selected 
street stretch in relation 
to the overall street 
network for the city

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore
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Major landmarks

At the city scale, Big Bazaar Road is located in 
the Town Hall Area, named after Coimbatore 
Town Hall, a neo-classical municipal building 
built in 1892 in honour of Queen Victoria. 

The Town Hall area also forms the core city 
area and is geographically located in the 
southern end of the metropolitan area.

5HFUHDWLRQDO

&RPPHUFLDO

3XEOLF�$PHQLWLHV

+RVSLWDOVb

ΖQVWLWXWLRQV

Transit

Religious

0DMRU�ODQGPDUNV

Block Structure
A map locating the major crowd generators such as commercial, 
recreational, public amenities, healthcare, religious centres, 
institutional, transit hubs and movement patterns within 500m 
radius of the selected stretch.

5352



Sample mapping showing 
the block structure  
within a 500 metre radius 
of the chosen stretch

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore
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Big Bazaar Road is located in the core 
city area of Coimbatore, an area that is 
FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�LWV�ȴQH�JUDLQ�XUEDQ�IDEULF�
with a highly permeable street network 
IDFLOLWDWLQJ�VHYHUDO�DOWHUQDWH�URXWHV�IRU�
PRYHPHQW�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�WKH�QHLJKERXUKRRG�

5HFUHDWLRQDO

&RPPHUFLDO

3XEOLF�$PHQLWLHV

+RVSLWDOVb

ΖQVWLWXWLRQV

Religious

0DMRU�ODQGPDUNV

This mapping is important to understand the street networks, the 
level of permeability, places of public gathering and movement 
pattern at the neighbourhood level in relation to its grain.

Vehicular count 
Counting the number of vehicles round the clock to understand 
YDULDWLRQV�LQ�YROXPH�RI�WUDɝF�RQ�WKH�FDUULDJHZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�GD\�
will help ascertain the appropriate number of lanes required for 
VPRRWK�ȵRZ�RI�WUDɝF�ZKLOH�DOVR�VKDULQJ�WKH�5R:�ZLWK�RWKHU�XVHUV�

�5HIHU�WR�9HKLFXODU�FRXQW�WHPSODWH�LQ�$QQH[XUHV�
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Weekday

Weekend

Sample recording of weekday and weekend vehicular counts

Lorries Tempos Buses Autos Cars Two wheelers
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([LVWLQJ�SHGHVWULDQ�FURVVLQJV

Intersection study
A round the clock observational study of the intersection is essential 
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�PRYHPHQW�SDWWHUQV�DQG�YROXPHV�RI�GLHUHQW�
types of vehicles in each arm of the intersection. It also helps to 
XQGHUVWDQG�LI�WKHUH�DUH�DQ\�FRQȵLFW�SRLQWV�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�WKDW�
may result in reduced road safety for pedestrians and motorists.

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore

Intersection study

Town
Hall

Junction

Clock
Tower

Junction

RAJA STREET

BIG BAZAAR ROAD

N
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W
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B
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KIM

 RO
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50 metres

There are two intersections that mark the study stretch of Big 
Bazaar road and both are signalized. 

The intersection outside Town Hall, referred to in this report as the 
Town Hall junction, is the point where the two one way roads cross 
each other i.e. Big Bazaar Road and Nawab Hakim Road. 

The intersection outside the Clock Tower, referred to in this report 
as the Clock Tower junction, is a more complex intersection as this 

is where Big Bazaar Road changes from being a two-way road to 
D�RQH��ZD\�URDG��ΖW�DOVR�FKDQQHOV�RQH�ZD\�WUDɝF�IURP�5DMD�6WUHHW�
onto Big Bazaar road at this intersection.

7KHUH�LV�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�YROXPH�RI�VWHDG\�WUDɝF�WKDW�FXWV�WKURXJK�ERWK�
these junctions as Big Bazaar Road is the shortest route from the 
railway station to the core city commercial area.

Town Hall

Clock Tower

Pedestrian crossings
0DSSLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�SHGHVWULDQ�FURVVLQJV�DQG�FKHFNLQJ�IRU�WKH�HɝFDF\�
of its location while also paying attention to where people tend to 
cross will help determine if any new crossings are required.

Sample mapping

3URFXUH�FUDVK�GDWD��URDG�DFFLGHQW�GDWD�
IURP�WUDɝF�SROLFH�WR�FKHFN�LI�WKHUH�DUH�PDMRU�
FRQȵLFWV�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�

Timesaver tip

Sample mapping showing 
ȵRZ�GLUHFWLRQV�DQG�
volumes at intersections
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7UDɝF�VSHHGV
Recording the average speed of various vehicles on the road with 
VSHHG�FDPHUDV�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�LQIHUHQFHV�RQ�ZKHWKHU�WUDɝF�FDOPLQJ�
PHDVXUHV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�DORQJ�WKH�VWUHWFK��:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�7UDɝF�
Police department will be ideal for this. It is possible that they may 
already have this data.

Sample mapping

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore

40 km/h 35 km/h30 km/h

Car Public BusTwo- Wheeler Auto Rickshaw

25 km/h 4 km/h

Pedestrian

7UDɝF�VSHHG

Although there is 
on-street parking 
along one side of the 
street and continuous 
pedestrian movement, 
WKH�RQH�ZD\�WUDɝF�
arrangement results 
in vehicular speeds 
of over 30 km/ hr 
HVSHFLDOO\�GXULQJ�R�
peak times. This is 
a matter of concern 
because in the absence 
of safe crossing 
points, the risk of 
pedestrian fatalities 
can rise exponentially 
with collision speeds 
beyond 30 km/ hr.

6PDUWSKRQH�DSSV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�
FROOHFW�GDWD�RQ�VSHHG�RI�YHKLFOHV�
FDSWXUHG�WKURXJK�SKRQH�FDPHUD�

Timesaver tip

30 
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40 
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35 
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25 
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4
km/h
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Parking survey
&RXQWV�RI�QXPEHU�RI�YHKLFOHV�SDUNHG�DORQJ�WKH�VWUHWFK�DW�GLHUHQW�
times will help ascertain the parking demand/ occupancy rate 
through the day. 

It is also useful to take into account frequency and location of any 
ORDGLQJ�	�XQORDGLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�LI�WKHUH�DUH�FRPPHUFLDO�EXLOGLQJ�XVHV�
along the stretch.

This data will help determine the quantum of parking spaces to be 
allocated in the street RoW. Additionally, it would also be useful to 
scan for alternate locations within 500 metres where parking can be 
relocated temporarily if possible.

�5HIHU�WR�3DUNLQJ�VXUYH\�WHPSODWH�LQ�$QQH[XUHV�
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6DPSOH�FRXQWLQJ�RI�SDUNLQJ�RFFXSDQF\�WKURXJK�WKH�GD\�RQ�D�VWUHHW
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Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore

Parking

4 Wheeler
Auto Rickshaw

2 Wheeler

Legend

~316 vehicles parked on Big Bazaar Road

as recorded on 4th July 2019
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Stretch A

6DPSOH�PDSSLQJ�RI�SDUNLQJ�ORFDWLRQV�RQ�D�VWUHHW

5HIHU�GDWD�IURP�WKH�FLW\ȇV�
&RPSUHKHQVLYH�0RELOLW\�SODQ�RU�RWKHU�
PRELOLW\�VWXGLHV�LI�DYDLODEOH�

Timesaver tip

USER SURVEYS 

Perception on accessibility, navigation & road safety
Determining user perception towards driving at the intersection; 
ease of crossing for pedestrians; means of reaching the stretch, 
DQG�IUHTXHQF\�	�SXUSRVH�RI�YLVLWLQJ�WKH�VWUHWFK�ZLOO�KHOS�DVFHUWDLQ�LI�
design elements to address such issues need to be included.

+2:�2)7(1�'2�<28�9Ζ6Ζ7�7+Ζ6�675((7�"�

Daily During 
festivals

Monthy

Weekly

68%

17 %

12 %

3 %

61 %

26 %

8 %

3 %

1 %

1 %

+2:�'Ζ'�<28�5($&+�7+Ζ6�675((7"

Sample response data
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Sample response data
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Standards for carriage way lane widths
 
Description :LGWK��PHWUH�
Single lane without kerb 3.50
2-lane without kerb 7.00
2-lane with kerb 7.50
3-lane with or without kerb 10.5 / 11.0
4-lane with or without kerb 14.0
6-lane with or without kerb 21.0

/DQH�ZLGWKV�PD\�EH�UHGXFHG�WR������PHWUHV�DV�D�WUDɝF�FDOPLQJ�
measure.

RELEVANT STANDARDS AND THUMB RULES

1RWH��5DWLQJV�DUH�IURP�ORZ�WR�KLJK

Notes

1. For access roads to residential 
areas, a lower lane width of 3 
metres is permissible.

2. Minimum width of a kerbed 
urban road is 5.5 metres 
including allowance for a 
stalled vehicle.

6RXUFH��Ζ5&����������
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Turning radius
• Smaller turning radii increases pedestrian safety by shortening 

crossing distance, increasing pedestrian visibility for drivers, 
decreasing vehicle turning speed; and making drivers look out 
for pedestrians while taking the turn. 

• Maximum corner radius of kerb = 12 metres
• It may be reduced to 6 metres in residential areas to slow down 

turning buses, trucks etc.

Pedestrian crossing
• Pedestrian must be given the shortest possible direct route to 

cross the street. 
• Crossings must be provided at all the T-junctions .
• The width of the pedestrian crossing must be adequate 

and should generally lie within a range of 2-4m. For divided 
carriageways, the crossing should, as far as possible, proceed 
uninterrupted through the median strip. In the event of the 
median strip being used as pedestrian refugee, adequate width 
of the median must be provided. 

6RXUFH��Ζ5&���������

Pedestrian refuge widths
• Width of median to accommodate refuge island should be an 

absolute minimum of 1200 mm
• In the case of a staggered crossing arrangement to prevent two 

wheelers from using the refuge island, the minimum clear width 
between guard rails must be 2 metres to allow two wheelchair 
users to pass one another.

6RXUFH��Ζ5&���������
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Type of Vehicle /HQJWK�
�PHWUH�

:LGWK�
�PHWUH�

Height 
�PHWUH�

Turning circle 
UDGLXV��PHWUH�

Motorcycle 2.20 0.70 1.002 1.00

Car
  • Standard 4.70 1.75 1.50 5.75
  • Small 3.60 1.60 1.50 5.00
  • Large 5.00 1.90 1.50 6.00
Truck
  • Standard 6.00 2.10 2.201 6.10

  • 7.5 t 7.00 2.50 2.401 7.00

  • 16 t 8.00 2.50 3.001 8.00

��ȏ����W������W�WUDLOHU� 10.00 2.50 3.001 9.30

Refuse Collection vehicle
��ȏ�6WDQGDUG���D[OH�YHKLFOH����[��� 7.64 2.50 3.301 7.80

��ȏ�6WDQGDUG���D[OH�YHKLFOH����[���RU���[��� 1.45 2.50 3.301 9.25

Fire engine 6.80 2.50 2.801 9.25

Furniture van 9.50 2.50 2.801 9.25

�ZLWK�WUDLOHU� 18.00
Standard bus I 11.00 2.503 2.95 10.25

Standard bus II 11.40 2.503 3.05 11.00

Standard vehicle  - Bus 11.00 2.503 2.95 11.20

Standard vehicle  - Articulated Bus 17.26 2.503 4.00 10.50 - 11.25

Standard Articulated Truck 18.00 2.504 4.00 12.005 

Tractor 2.504 4.00

Trailer 2.504 4.00

Maximum values of the road regulations
��D[OH�YHKLFOH����[��� 12.00 2.504 4.00 12.00

Vehicle with more than 2 axles 12.00 2.504 4.00 12.00

Tractor with semi-trailer 15.00 2.504 4.00 12.00

Articulated Bus 18.00 2.504 4.00 12.00

Trucks with trailer 18.00 2.504 4.00 12.00

1. Height of drivers cab 
2. Total height with driver, about 2 metres
3. With wing mirrors, 2.95 metres
4. Without wing mirrors
5. Turning circle radius adjusted up to maximum as per regulations

6RXUFH��6WUHHW�GHVLJQ�JXLGHOLQHV�877Ζ3(&�''$�����

Additionally, turning radius may be reduced up to 3 metres in urban 
roads to reduce the speed of turning vehicles and make it more 
safer for pedestrians to cross at intersections.
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Mid-block crossings standards
Mid-block crossings must be provided for people to cross the street 
safely between building entries or bus stop locations or active land 
uses on opposite sides of the street. 

Residential areas Spacing Range : Every 80-250 metres 
Coordinated with entry points of complexes; 
location  of bus / train stops, public facilities 
etc.

Commercial / Mixed use areas Spacing Range : Every 80-150 metres
High Intensity Commercial areas Pedestrianization if possible

6RXUFH��Ζ5&���������

• :KDW�LV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YHKLFOHV�XVLQJ�WKLV�VWUHWFK�DW�
GLHUHQW�WLPHV�RI�WKH�GD\�GXULQJ�ZHHNGD\V�DQG�ZHHNHQGV�
LQ�HDFK�GLUHFWLRQ"

• :KDW�LV�WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�WUDɝF�ȵRZV"�
• $UH�WKHUH�DQ\�EOLQG�VSRWV�ZKLOH�WXUQLQJ�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ"�
• ΖI�WKH�FDUULDJHZD\�LV�PRUH�WKDQ����PHWUHV��DUH�WKHUH�UHIXJH�

LVODQGV"�
• $UH�WKHUH�WUDɝF�OLJKWV"�7UDɝF�SROLFH"�
• ΖV�WKHUH�D�SHGHVWULDQ�VLJQDO�SKDVH"�ΖI�\HV��KRZ�ORQJ�LV�LW"
• $UH�WKHUH�H[LVWLQJ�SHGHVWULDQ�FURVVLQJV"�ΖI�\HV��LV�LW�ORFDWHG�

LQ�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�KDYH�D�QHHG�IRU�FURVVLQJ"
• ΖV�WKH�DYHUDJH�VSHHG�RQ�WKH�VWUHWFK�VDIH�IRU�SHGHVWULDQ�

PRYHPHQW"�
• ΖI�QRW��GR�ZH�QHHG�WUDɝF�FDOPLQJ�HOHPHQWV"
• :KDW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�SDUNLQJ�LV�ORQJ�WHUP�DQG�VKRUW�WHUP"�
• ΖV�WKH�SDUNLQJ�VSDFH�DOORFDWHG�DV�SHU�GHPDQG�RU�LV�WKHUH�

H[FHVV�SDUNLQJ�SURYLGHG"�&DQ�WKH�VSDFH�FXUUHQWO\�DOORWWHG�
IRU�SDUNLQJ�EH�UHDOORFDWHG�IRU�RWKHU�XVHV"

KEY LEARNINGS FROM ON-GROUND 
STUDIES REQUIRED TO ASCERTAIN 
DESIGN DETAILS FOR THIS THEMATIC 
INTERVENTION
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MATERIAL PALETTE FOR THIS 
THEMATIC INTERVENTION



RoW Demarcation

6XUIDFH�0DUNLQJ

Signage

1

2

3

• Acrylic distemper paint
• Floor coat emulsion paint
• Water based epoxy paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint
• Aerosol line marking 

machine

• 7UDɝF�FRQHV
• Delineators
• Jersey barricades
• 7UDɝF�EXWWRQV
• Pavement markers
• Nylon ropes
• Wooden pallets
• Tyres
• Floor marking tape
• Duct tape
• 5HȵHFWLYH�WDSH

• Acrylic distemper paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint
• 5HȵHFWLYH�ERDUGV
• Easels
• Mill board/ MDF board
• Cardboard

6564



IMPROVING ACCESS 
TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT
3266Ζ%/(�'(6Ζ*1�(/(0(176�

BUS STOP IMPROVEMENTS

BUS LANES/ BUS BAY MARKING
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REQUIRED DATA AND MAPPINGS

Bus stop location and bus routes 
Mapping the location of bus stops, the frequency of buses, number 
of routes, average waiting time, number of passengers waiting 
GXULQJ�GLHUHQW�WLPHV�RI�WKH�GD\��QXPEHU�RI�SDVVHQJHUV�ERDUGLQJ�
and alighting etc helps in calculating the actual space required at the 
bus stop. 

Identify the peak hour and count the number of passengers waiting 
GXULQJ�WKH�SHDN�KRXUV��&DQ�FKHFN�ZLWK�WUDɝF�SROLFH�RU�DQ\�VKRSV��
vendors nearby for peak hour information.

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore
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Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore
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Public transport
Directional volume of buses 

at Clock Tower Junction

20
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17

6

1

16

Towards 

Oppanakara Street

Towards 

Railway Station

Bus shelters

Legend

Public 
buses

Private 
buses

%LJ�%D]DDU�5RDG�EHLQJ�D�RQH�ZD\��WKH�EXV�WUDɝF�RQ�WKLV�URDG�WRR�
LV�XQLGLUHFWLRQDO��5DMD�6WUHHW�ZKLFK�DGMRLQV�%LJ�%D]DDU�5RDG�DW�WKH�
&ORFN�7RZHU�-XQFWLRQ�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�GURS�R�SRLQW�IRU�SDVVHQJHUV�
DUULYLQJ�LQWR�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO�DUHD��

$V�D�UHVXOW��SHDN�EXV�YROXPH�LV�KLJK�RQ�5DMD�6WUHHW�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJV�
DQG�FRUUHVSRQGLQJO\�KLJK�RQ�%LJ�%D]DDU�VWUHHW�LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJV�

&ROOHFW�WKLV�GDWD�IURP�EXV�WUDQVSRUW�
DXWKRULW\�LI�DYDLODEOH�

Timesaver tip

Sample mapping showing 
bus shelters as well as 
routes and frequency of 
public and private buses
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USER SURVEYS

Issues and Preferences at the bus stop
Seeking out user issues and preferences can span across several 
aspects-
• Questions related to safety and comfort while waiting for the bus 
• Questions relating to amenities at the bus stop such as seating, 

shelter from rain and sun, information signage, lighting, 
refreshment kiosks, dust bins etc.

Paratransit hubs and routes
Recording paratransit movement patterns along the street 
particularly the location of auto stands and para transit pick up / 
drop points and stands will ensure that they are accommodated in 
the design interventions appropriately.

vvTemplev
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Clock
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Coimbatore City
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Library
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Sample mapping
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Sample responses data:

• ΖV�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�VSDFH�HQRXJK�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�ZDLW�RU�GR�WKH\�
HQG�XS�ZDLWLQJ�RQ�WKH�FDUULDJH�ZD\"�

• ΖV�WKHUH�D�QHHG�IRU�H[WUD�VHDWLQJ�RU�VKDGLQJ�DW�WKH�EXV�VWRS"�
• ΖV�WKHUH�VXɝFLHQW�OLJKWLQJ�DW�WKH�EXV�VWRS"�
• ΖV�WKHUH�DGHTXDWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VLJQDJH�DW�WKH�EXV�VWRS"
• 'R�ZH�QHHG�WR�DOORFDWH�D�VHSDUDWH�EXV�ODQH�DQG��RU�VWDJJHU�

EXV�VWRSV�EHFDXVH�RI�KHDY\�YROXPH�RI�EXV�WUDɝF"�
• 'R�ZH�QHHG�WR�GHPDUFDWH�EXV�ED\V�LQ�WKH�5R:"�
• 'RHV�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�XVH�DORQJ�WKLV�VWUHWFK�DOORZ�XV�WR�VWDJJHU�

EXV�VWRSV�ZLWKLQ�D���P�VWUHWFK"�
• 'R�ZH�QHHG�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�SDUDWUDQVLW�SLFN�XS�DQG�GURS�

LQ�WKH�5R:"

KEY LEARNINGS FROM ON-GROUND 
STUDIES REQUIRED TO ASCERTAIN 
DESIGN DETAILS FOR THIS THEMATIC 
INTERVENTION
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MATERIAL PALETTE FOR THIS 
THEMATIC INTERVENTION



RoW Demarcation

6XUIDFH�0DUNLQJ

Signage

6HDWLQJ��/LYDELOLW\

1

2

3

4

• Acrylic distemper paint
• Floor coat emulsion paint
• Water based epoxy paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint
• Aerosol line marking 

machine

• 7UDɝF�FRQHV
• Delineators
• Jersey barricades
• 7UDɝF�EXWWRQV
• Pavement markers
• Nylon ropes
• Wooden pallets
• Tyres
• Floor marking tape
• Duct tape
• 5HȵHFWLYH�WDSH

• Acrylic distemper paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint
• 5HȵHFWLYH�ERDUGV
• Easels
• Mill board/ MDF board
• Cardboard

• Wooden Pallets
• Tyres
• Wooden Crates
• Buckets/ Used paint buckets
• Flower pots/ Plants

7170



PLACEMAKING TO 
IMPROVE LIVABILITY
3266Ζ%/(�'(6Ζ*1�(/(0(176�

SHADE STRUCTURES

SEATING

LANDSCAPING/ PLANTING

STATIONARY ACTIVITY ZONES

LIGHTING

ART IN THE STREET
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REQUIRED DATA AND MAPPINGS

Building heights & orientation
Recording the height of all the buildings on the stretch to get a 
sense of average heights helps to understand the massing and 
enclosure when coupled with RoW and whether the building’s cast a 
shadow on the street thereby lending shade to the street users.

��DP�RQ���WK�-XO\�����

���DP�RQ���WK�-XO\�����

��SP�RQ���WK�-XO\�����

��SP�RQ���WK�-XO\�����

Sample mapping of shade 
patterns cast by buildings 
on a street through the 
day

7372



Planting
Showing the existing trees/ plants and the extent of canopy shading 
the street.

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore

Planting

RAJA STREET

BIG BAZAAR ROAD

N
AW

AB H
AKIM

 RO
AD

50 metres

While there are no trees within the street right-of-way, several 
mature trees exist within the compond walls of public buildings 
along Big Bazaar Road.

These trees with their large canopies provide much needed respite 
from the heat for pedestrians and especially those waiting at the 
bus stops along the street.

Sample mapping

Lighting
Mapping of existing street lights and their light cones and identifying 
if there are any blind spots between light poles. Light poles must be 
spaced at 2.5 - 3 times the height of the pole to avoid blind spots. 

In some cases, light from private buildings may also light up the 
public realm. These are best checked at night.

Sample mapping

&KHFN�IRU�EOLQG�VSRWV�GXULQJ�WKH�QLJKWTimesaver tip
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Activity mapping
ΖGHQWLI\LQJ�WKH�GLHUHQW�VWDWLRQDU\�DFWLYLWLHV�RQ�WKH�VHOHFWHG�VWUHWFK�
helps ascertain if these activities are adequately accommodated 
within the street RoW. Photography is a useful medium to record 
this mapping.

�5HIHU�WR�DFWLYLW\�PDSSLQJ�WHPSODWH�LQ�DQQH[XUH�

Sample mapping

Activity Mapping
Overlay of Activities

Legend
Standing
Waiting for transport
Sitting
Lying down
Children playing
Physical activities
Cultural activities
Commercial activities

0 - 5 People 5 - 10 People 10 - 25 People Above 25 People
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Age & Gender mapping
8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�DJH�DQG�JHQGHU�SURȴOH�RI�XVHUV�KHOS�WR�GHVLJQ�
DSSURSULDWH�UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKHVH�SURȴOHV�DQG�SRVVLEO\�HYHQ�LQWURGXFH�
HOHPHQWV�WKDW�FDQ�HQFRXUDJH�WKRVH�SURȴOHV�ZKLFK�DUH�QRW�VR�
prevalent.

�5HIHU�DJH�DQG�JHQGHU�PDSSLQJ�WHPSODWH�LQ�DQQH[XUH�

Sample mapping

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore

Age and gender mapping
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Age and gender mapping
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Age and gender mapping
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Pedestrian Movement
3HGHVWULDQ�FRXQWV�DQG�ȵRZV�LQ�ERWK�GLUHFWLRQV�DW�KRXUO\�LQWHUYDOV�
during weekday and weekend.

5HIHU�WR�SHGHVWULDQ�FRXQW�WHPSODWH�LQ�DQQH[XUH

Sample mapping

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore

Pedestrian movement
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Total Count: 279
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56%64%

Towards 
Oppanakara 
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$�UDSLG�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�SHGHVWULDQ�YROXPH�GXULQJ�SHDN�DQG�R�SHDN�
times revealed a broad pattern of movement along Big Bazaar 
Road i.e. a high volume of pedestrians come into the Town Hall 
area during the day and leave the neighbourhood in the evening 

LQGLFDWLQJ�D�KLJK�YROXPH�RI�ȵRDWLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ��7KLV�FDQ�EH�
DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�VFKRROV��RɝFHV�DQG�
the city’s oldest commercial core in this area.
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Vendor mapping
Map showing distribution/ clustering of vendors along the stretch; 
type of goods sold and type of vendor setup i.e. mobile, permanent, 
temporary; time and duration when they attract crowds

�5HIHU�WR�YHQGRU�PDSSLQJ�WHPSODWH�LQ�DQQH[XUH�

Sample mapping

Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore
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Big Bazaar Road, Coimbatore

Vendor mapping
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Vendors

User group analysis
ΖGHQWLȴFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�XVHU�JURXSV�EDVHG�RQ�SXUSRVH�RI�
visiting the stretch through the day and time spent by each user 
group

5HIHU�WR�XVHU�JURXS�DQDO\VLV�LQ�DQQH[XUH
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Sample mapping
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�������� :RUG�$UW

DERXW�EODQN ���

Desired activities by users
To understand the desired and undesired activities along the stretch 

USER SURVEYS

Comfort (weather wise):
Is the walking path well shaded, comfortable to walk 

մ մմ մմմ մմմմ մմմմմ

12 % 23 % 41 % 18% 6 %
&RPIRUWDEOH�
�ZHDWKHU���ZLVH�

Sample response data
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• :KDW�LV�WKH�RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWUHHW"�(DVW�ZHVW"�1RUWK�
6RXWK"�

• :KDW�LV�WKH�SUHGRPLQDQW�KHLJKW�RI�EXLOGLQJV�RQ�WKLV�
VWUHWFK"�

• 'R�WKH\�FDVW�VKDGRZ�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW�GXULQJ�GLHUHQW�WLPHV�RI�
WKH�GD\"�

• ΖV�WKH�VWUHHW�DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�ZDONLQJ�]RQH�VKDGHG�E\�WUHH�
FRYHU"�

• $UH�WKHUH�VSRWV�ZKLFK�DUH�QRW�VKDGHG"
• :KDW�DUH�WKH�YDULRXV�DFWLYLWLHV�RQ�WKH�VWUHWFK�DQG�ZKDW�DUH�

WKH�GHVLUHG�DFWLYLWLHV�DV�SHU�WKH�VWDNHKROGHUV"�
• $UH�WKHUH�DQ\�VSHFLȴF�HOHPHQWV�VXFK�DV�VHDWLQJ��VKDGLQJ��

SOD\�DUHDV��JDUEDJH�ELQV�HWF��WKDW�FDQ�EH�LQFOXGHG�DV�SDUW�
RI�WKH�GHVLJQ�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�
FXUUHQWO\�RQ�WKH�VWUHWFK"

KEY LEARNINGS FROM ON-GROUND 
STUDIES REQUIRED TO ASCERTAIN 
DESIGN DETAILS FOR THIS THEMATIC 
INTERVENTION
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MATERIAL PALETTE FOR THIS 
THEMATIC INTERVENTION



6KDGH�6WUXFWXUHV
• GI/ Steel pipes
• Bamboo Poles
• Casuarina Poles
• Fabric
• Canvas
• Reed/ Cane mats

3

6XUIDFH�0DUNLQJ2
• Acrylic distemper paint
• Floor coat emulsion paint
• Water based epoxy paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint

RoW Demarcation1
• 7UDɝF�FRQHV
• Delineators
• Jersey 

barricades
• 7UDɝF�EXWWRQV

• Pavement 
markers

• Nylon ropes
• Wooden 

pallets

• Tyres
• Floor marking 

tape
• Duct tape
• 5HȵHFWLYH�WDSH

6HDWLQJ��/LYDELOLW\5
• Wooden Pallets
• Tyres
• Wooden Crates
• Buckets/ Used paint buckets
• Flower pots/ plants

Lighting4
• LED lights
• Bamboo Poles

• Casuarina Poles
• Serial Sets
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• 'R�ZH�QHHG�WR�SURYLGH�DGGLWLRQDO�VLJQDJH�WR�JXLGH�
SHGHVWULDQV�DQG�YHKLFOHV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�UHGHVLJQHG�5R:"�

• :ΖOO�WKLV�FODVK�ZLWK�DQ\�H[LVWLQJ�VLJQDJH"�
• :KHUH�FDQ�ZH�SODFH�WKHVH�QHZ�VLJQDJHV"

KEY LEARNINGS FROM ON-GROUND 
STUDIES REQUIRED TO ASCERTAIN 
DESIGN DETAILS FOR THIS THEMATIC 
INTERVENTION

:D\�ȴQGLQJ�VLJQDJH
6WUHHW�QDPH�ERDUG

REQUIRED DATA AND MAPPINGS

Existing signage
Mapping locations of existing signage and information conveyed 
through these signages. If there are any missing signages, these can 
be captured temporarily through the tactical urbanism project.

Additionally, it may be required to place new signage highlighting 
the design elements that are added during the tactical urbanism 
SURMHFW��.QRZLQJ�ZKHUH�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�VLJQDJH�LV�ZLOO�KHOS�DYRLG�FRQȵLFW�
with these and the new signages.

USER SURVEYS

(ɝFDF\�RI�H[LVWLQJ�VLJQDJH�DQG�QHHG�IRU�QHZ�VLJQDJH
$VNLQJ�XVHUV�TXHVWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�HDVH�RI�ZD\ȴQGLQJ�ZLOO�KHOS�
determine gaps in signage along the stretch.

Sample mapping showing location and type of existing signage
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MATERIAL PALETTE FOR THIS 
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RoW Demarcation

6XUIDFH�0DUNLQJ

Signage

1

2

3

• Acrylic distemper paint
• Floor coat emulsion paint
• Water based epoxy paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint
• Aerosol line marking 

machine

• 7UDɝF�FRQHV
• Delineators
• Jersey barricades
• 7UDɝF�EXWWRQV
• Pavement markers
• Nylon ropes
• Wooden pallets
• Tyres
• Floor marking tape
• Duct tape
• 5HȵHFWLYH�WDSH

• Acrylic distemper paint
• Thermoplastic paint
• Spray paint
• 5HȵHFWLYH�ERDUGV
• Easels
• Mill board/ MDF board
• Cardboard

8786



1
2

GENERAL SET OF EQUIPMENT 
REQUIRED FOR ON-SITE EXECUTION

TACTICAL URBANISM GUIDEBOOK | November 2020



6DIHW\�HTXLSPHQW

7RROV�XWLOLVHG�IRU�PDUNLQJ

1

2

• 7UDɝF�FRQHV��EDUULFDGHV��
delineators

• Safety signage
• Safety vests
• Helmets
• Gloves

• Chalk/ Marble powder
• Yarn
• Measuring tape
• Paint brushes/ rollers
• Floor coat emulsion paint
• Buckets/ Mugs
• Stencils
• Thinner/ Turpentine
• Waste cloth
• Stencils
• L-angle
• Aluminium box sections
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